
CONFIRMATION EXAMINATION NOTES 
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

Bangor, Wisconsin 
 

YOU ARE TO MEMORIZE THE FOLLOWING: 
The Small Catechism  (Pages 1 through 14) 

The names of the 66 books of the Bible 

The dates and facts of Luther's life 

The Bible time-line leading up to the time of Christ 

The "Cross-Words" (Salvation Words) and their definitions 

The longer classic passages (Psalm 23; John 14:1-6; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Corinthians 

13:4-8a) 

All of the Bible passages listed in these confirmation notes 

 

Dates of Dr. Martin Luther's Life 
 1483 (Nov. 10) Born at Eisleben; Baptized Nov. 11, St. Martin's Day 

1505 Entered Augustinian Cloister in Erfurt to become a monk 

1507                         Ordained as a priest 

1510 Journey to Rome 

1517 (Oct. 31)  Posted the 95 Theses against indulgences on door of Castle 

Church 

1519 Debate in Leipzig with Roman Catholic theologian, Dr. 

Eck 

1521   Diet of Worms ("Here I Stand!") - Edict of Worms  

1522 Knight George at the Wartburg;  Translates New Testament  

1524   Writes and publishes his first 24 hymns 

1525 Married Katherine von Bora ("Katie" - "Kitty, My Rib") 

1529 Published Large and Small Catechisms 

1530 (June 25) Augsburg Confesssion presented to Emperor Charles V 

1545 Roman Catholic Council of Trent (Counter-Reformation) 

1546 (Feb. 18)  Died at Eisleben; Buried in Castle Church at Wittenberg 

 

THE BIBLE TIME-LINE (In Narrative Form) 

 

Adam and Eve had two sons, Cain and Abel.  After Cain killed Abel, God gave Adam 

and Eve another son named Seth through whom the promise of the Savior was passed.  

The promise of a Savior continued to be passed down through the line of patriarchs such 

as Enoch, who was not, because God took him directly to heaven, and Methuselah, the 

oldest recorded man in the Bible - 969 years.  During the time of the Great Flood, the 

promise was passed through Noah.  Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.  The 

promise was passed through Shem.  Eventually, through the line of Shem came 

Abraham, "the father of the faithful."  Abraham's son was named Isaac.    Isaac had two 

sons, Jacob and Esau.  The promise was passed through Jacob who was also called 

Israel.  Jacob (Israel) had 12 sons who became the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel.  

The promise of the Savior passed through the 4
th

 son named Judah. 

 

But because of what happened to another son named Joseph, the entire family went 

down to the land of Egypt where eventually they were enslaved for 430 years until they 

were led out of bondage by Moses.  After wandering in the wilderness for 40 years, they 

were led into the land of promise (Canaan) by a man named Joshua. 



 

After the death of Joshua came the period of the Judges, men such as Gideon, Samson 

and Jephthah.    The last of the judges was Samuel.  He anointed the first king of Israel, 

Saul from the tribe of Benjamin.  When Saul fell away from God, God sent Samuel to 

Bethlehem to anoint  
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another king named David from the tribe of Judah.  David was known as "a man after 

God's own heart."  He wrote many of the psalms.  David's son was named Solomon.  He 

was the wisest and wealthiest of Israel's kings and built the temple at Jerusalem.  He 

wrote three books of the Bible - Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs. 

 

Solomon's son was Rehoboam.   During his reign, the kingdom split - Israel to the 

north,  and Judah to the south.   This became known as the period of the divided 

kingdom.  Many of the prophets, such as Isaiah and Jeremiah, did their preaching and 

writing during this time.  In 722 B.C., the Assyrians attacked and carried away the 

northern tribes of Israel into captivity, never to be seen again.  In 586 B.C. the 

Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and carried away the southern tribe of Judah for 70 

years.  After the 70 years, the people of Judah were allowed to return from their 

captivity.  They rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem and the temple under the leadership of 

men such as Ezra and Nehemiah.  After 4 to 5 "silent centuries," CHRIST was born at 

Bethlehem. 

 

"CROSS-WORDS"  (SALVATION WORDS) 
 

Justification    to declare a sinner "not guilty" for the sake of Christ 

Objective (Universal) Justification God has declared the whole world "not guilty" (the 

Gospel) 

Subjective (Personal) Justification an individual comes to enjoy this pardon for himself 

(faith) 

Gospel     the "good news" of what Christ has done to save us 

Faith     to trust in, lean on, believe in 

Law     commands, threats, demands 

Curb, Mirror and Guide  the three-fold purpose of the Law 

Redemption    Christ paid the ransom of His blood to free us from 

our sins 

Reconciliation    God brought us into a state of friendship through 

Christ 

     ("Objective" & "Subjective" are applied to 

"Reconciliation" 

     in the same way as they are applied to 

"Justification" - see 

     the two uses of the term in 2 Corinthians 5). 

Propitiation (KJV term)  "Sacrifice of Atonement" (NIV) - refers to mercy 

seat on  

     the ark of the covenant where the blood was 

sprinkled on  

     the Great Day of Atonement and God's anger 

against sin   

     was "propitiated" or taken away.  (Rom. 3:25 & 1 

John 2:2) 



Sanctification    in the wide sense - everything God has done to set 

us apart 

     as His own and save us from electing us out of pure 

love  

     and grace from all eternity, bring us to faith, 

preserving us 

     in faith and get us home to heaven. 

     in the narrow sense - our grateful growth in 

Christian  

     living, the fruits of faith, becoming more Christ-like 

in  

     response to the good news of our free salvation in 

Christ. 

Grace     God's undeserved love, a pure, undeserved gift 

Means of Grace   "tools of the Holy Ghost" - the Gospel in Word and 

     Sacraments. 

Sacrament    a sacred act  1) instituted by Christ,  2) having an 

earthly, 

     visible element and  3) giving the forgiveness of 

sins. 

Salvation    a radical rescue out of a desperate situation where 

there 

     is no seeming way out - (cf. God's rescue of His 

people  

     at the Red Sea in Ex. 14 - in a far greater way, this 

is  

     what Christ did for us when there was no seeming 

way 

     out of the punishment for our sins. 
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Conversion    The Holy Spirit turns us from unbelief to faith in 

Christ 

Quickening (KJV term)  The Holy Spirit made us alive when we were dead 

in sin 

Regeneration    God gives us rebirth (a new life) through the 

Gospel 

     To be "born again" - see John 3. 

 

THE LONGER "CLASSIC" PASSAGES 

 

Psalm 23 

(King James Version) 

 
1. The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.   

2. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3. He restoreth my soul:  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's 

sake. 

4. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:  

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

5. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  Thou anointest 

my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 



6. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

 

John 14:1-6 

(King James Version) 
 

1. Let not your heart be troubled:  ye believe in God, believe also in Me. 

2. In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 

I go to prepare a place for you. 

3. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

Myself; 

that where I am, there ye may be also. 

4. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 

5. Thomas saith unto Him,  Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how can we 

know  

the way? 

6. Jesus saith unto him,  I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life:  no man cometh unto the 

Father but by Me. 

 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

(New International Version) 

 
4. Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.   

5. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 

6. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

7. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8. Love never fails. 
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Philippians 2:5-11 

(New International Version) 

 

5. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6. Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, 

7. but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. 

8. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient 

to death - even death on a cross! 

9. Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above 

every  

name, 



10. that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 

11. and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Memory Passages 

 

Introductory 

Hebrews 3:4 

Psalm 14:1 

Psalm 19:1 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 

2 Peter 1:21 

Romans 6:23 

 

1
st
 Commandment 

Isaiah 42:8 

Deuteronomy 6:4 

Proverbs 3:5 

 

2
nd

 Commandment 

Exodus 34:5-7 

Psalm 50:15 

Proverbs 18:10 

James 3:10 

 

3
rd

 Commandment 

Colossians 2:16-17 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Hebrews 10:25 

 

4
th

 Commandment 

Proverbs 13:24 

Proverbs 30:17 

Romans 13:1 

Colossians 3:20-21 

Hebrews 13:7&17 

 

5
th

 Commandment 

1 John 3:15 

Genesis 9:6 

1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 

6
th

 Commandment 
Hebrews 13:4 

Matthew 19:9 

Psalm 19:9 

Psalm 127:3 

Colossians 3:18-19 

 

7
th

 Commandment 

1 Timothy 5:8 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

Luke 12:15 

 

8
th

 Commandment 

Leviticus 19:16a 

Proverbs 11:13 
 

9
th

&10
th

 Commandments 

Romans 7:7 
 

1
st
 Article 

Psalm 23 (KJV) 

1 Peter 5:7 

Hebrews 11:3 

Genesis 3:15 

Romans 8:28 

Psalm 103:1-2 

Hebrews 1:14 

 

2
nd

 Article 

Isaiah 53:5-6 

John 3:16 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

John 14:1-6 (KJV) 

Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV) 

3
rd

 Article 
Acts 5:3-4 

1 Corinthians 12:3 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

Romans 1:16 

Romans 10:17 

2 Corinthians 5:7 

John 15:5 

Galatians 5:22-23 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a  

Luke 17:20-21 

Romans 16:17-18 

Titus 3:10 

2 John 10-11 
 

The Lord's Prayer 

Psalm 50:15 
 

Holy Baptism 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Acts 2:38-39 

John 3:5-6 

1 Peter 3:21 

Titus 3:4-7 
 

Keys & Confession 

Matthew 18:18 

John 20:23 

1 Corinthians 5:13b 

1 John 1:9 
 

Holy Communion 

1 Corinthians 11:27-29 
Location of Words of Institution:   

Matthew 26,  Mark 14,  Luke 22,  

1 Corinthians 11. 

See also  1 Cor. 10, Exodus 12 & 24 
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Introductory 

Hebrews 3:4 - For every house is built by someone but God is the builder of everything. 

 

Psalm 14:1a – The fool says in his heart, “There is no God”. 

 

Psalm 19:1 – The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 – And how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures which are able 

to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is God-breathed and is 



useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness so that the man of God 

may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 

2 Peter 1:21 – For prophesy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as 

they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Romans 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

1
st
 Commandment 

Isaiah 42:8 – “I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to 

idols.” 

 

Deuteronomy 6:4 – Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

 

Proverbs 3:5 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. 

 

2
nd

 Commandment 

Exodus 34:5-7 – Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and 

proclaimed his name, the Lord. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the 

Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 

maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not 

leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers 

to the third and fourth generation.” 

 

Psalm 50:15 – And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you and you will honor me.” 

 

Proverbs 18:10 – The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 

 

James 3:10 – Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. 
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3
rd

 Commandment 

Colossians 2:16-17 – Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with 

regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of 

the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.  

 

Matthew 11:28-30 – “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 



 

Hebrews 10:25 – Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

4
th

 Commandment 

Proverbs 13:24 – He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to 

discipline him. 

 

Proverbs 30:17 – The eye that mocks a father, that scorns the obedience to a mother, will be 

pecked out by the ravens of the valley, will be eaten by the vultures. 

 

Romans 13:1 – Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established 

by God.  

 

Colossians 3:20-21 – Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 

 

Hebrews 13:7&17 – Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the 

outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. … Obey your leaders and submit to their 

authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their 

work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.  

 

5
th

 Commandment 

1 John 3:15 - Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 

eternal life in him. 

 

Genesis 9:6 – “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for in the 

image of God has God made man.” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 – And we urge you, brothers warn those who are idle, encourage the 

timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for 

wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 
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6
th

 Commandment 

Hebrews 13:4 – Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 

judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 

 

Matthew 19:9 – I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, 

and marries another woman commits adultery. 

 

Psalm 119:9 – How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. 

 



Psalm 127:3 – Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him. 

 

Colossians 3:18-19 – Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love 

your wives and do not be harsh with them. 

 

7
th

 Commandment 

1 Timothy 5:8 – If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate 

family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 – For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “ If a man 

will not work, he shall not eat.”  We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they 

are busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and 

earn the bread they eat. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:2 – On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of 

money in keeping with his income, saving it up so that when I come no collections will have to 

be made.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 – Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

Luke 12:15 – Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for 

a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

 

8
th

 Commandment 

Leviticus 19:16a – “Do not go about spreading slander among your people. …”  

 

Proverbs 11:13 – A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret. 

 

9
th

 & 10
th

 Commandments 

Romans 7:7 – What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have 

known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really 

was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.” 
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1
st
 Article 

(Psalm 23 KJV in Notes) 

1 Peter 5:7 – Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

 

Hebrews 11:3 – By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 

Genesis 3:15 – And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. 

 



Romans 8:28 – And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. 

 

Psalm 103:1-2 – Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise 

the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits –.  

 

Hebrews 1:14 – Are not all the angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit 

salvation? 

 

2
nd

 Article 

John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

 

Colossians 2:9 – For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form. 

 

1 John 5:20 – We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 

that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true – even in his Son Jesus Christ. 

He is the true God and eternal life. 

 

Isaiah 53:5-6 – But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like 

sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. 

 

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 – God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

 

[Classic passages in Notes. John 14:1-6 (KJV) and Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV) ] 

 

3
rd

 Article 

Acts 5:3-4 – Then Peter said, “ Ananias how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have 

lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you  

received for the land?  Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold?  And after it was sold wasn’t it 

at your disposal?  What made you think of doing such of a thing?  You have not lied to men but 

to God.” 

 

1 Corinthians 12:3 – Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 

“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
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Ephesians 2:8-10 – For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do. 

 

Romans 1:16 – I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation 

of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

 

Romans 10:17 – Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 

through the word of Christ. 



 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come! 

 

John 15:5 – “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him he will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a – See longer classic passages 

 

Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law. 

 

Luke 17:20-21 – Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would 

come, Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will 

people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you. 

 

Romans 16:17-18 – I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put 

obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 

For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and 

flattery they deceive the minds of naïve people. 

 

Titus 3:10 – Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have 

nothing to do with him. 

 

2 John 10-11 – If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into 

your house or welcome him. Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked work. 

 

John 11:25-26 – Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe 

this?” 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Psalm 50:15 – “and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor 

me.” 

 

Holy Baptism 

Matthew 28:19-20 – “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 



Acts 2:38-39 – Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 

promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God 

will call.” 

 

John 3:5-6 – Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he 

is born of the water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to the 

spirit.” 

 

1 Peter 3:21 – And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also – not the removal of 

dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

Titus 3:4-7 – But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 

washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that having been justified by his grace, we might become the 

heirs having the hope of eternal life.  

 

Keys & Confession  

Matthew 18:18 – I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  

 

John 20:23 – “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven.” 

 

1 Corinthians 5:13b – “Expel the wicked man from among you.” 

 

1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Holy Communion  

1 Corinthians 11:27-29  Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  A man ought 

to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and 

drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

Location of Words of Institution: Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22

1Corinthians 11. See also Exodus 12 & 24; 1 Corinthians 10; 1 John 5 

 


